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REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS. 



Aug. Audollent. Mission ipigraphique en Jlgirie (Extract from 
Melanges d'ArcMologie et d'Histoire, published by the French School 
at Eome). Pp. 196. Rome, 1890. 

This publication is the first fruit of the researches of the French School 
at Rome on African soil. MM. Audollent and Letaille, in a journey last- 
ing less than three months, collected more than 150 inscriptions, some of 
which are important for the history of Algeria and Tunisia in both Chris- 
tian and pagan times. M. Audollent has studied these inscriptions with 
great care ; his restorations are apt and his comments excellent, though his 
facsimiles leave much to be desired. It is to be hoped that the School will 
continue its African researches ; they are sure to yield important results. — 
R. Cagnat, in Rev. Critique, 1891, No. 15. 

W. Bode. Die italienische Plastik (Handbiicher der koniglichen 
Museen zu Berlin). 8vo, pp. xn, 190 ; cuts. Berlin, 1891; Spemann. 
This book forms the introductory volume of a series of official Hand- 
books projected and written by the authorities of the Royal Museums at 
Berlin — somewhat after the pattern of the Art Handbooks of the South 
Kensington Museum — mainly for the use of visitors to the Berlin collec- 
tions, though due heed has been paid to the general aspects of the subjects 
in hand, and in particular to the results of recent investigations in the de- 
partments concerned. For this volume no better writer could have been 
chosen than W. Bode, who may be said to have called the Berlin collection 
of Italian sculpture into existence, and to have so developed it that it 
scarcely has an equal outside of Italy. Into this gallery have been gathered 
notable examples not only of the art of the Renaissance but also of that of 
the early and late Middle Ages. This rich series furnishes the author with 
abundant material for illustration in his historical chapters : indeed, the 
history of Italian sculpture owes a great debt to Bode. The plan of these 
handbooks excludes the citation of critical apparatus, but the author has 
shown a commendable thoroughness and completeness of treatment. Thus, 
we here find adequate discussion not only of Donatello, Delia Robbia, Ver- 
rochio, and others of the Tuscan school, but also of many artists of the 
lesser local schools of central and northern Italy ; of the masters of the 
Renaissance and of the times immediately preceding and following. The 
author's extensive knowledge of his subject and of the inter-relations of the 
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several forms of plastic art, from the grandest sepulchral monuments to the 
handiwork of the goldsmith, is amply drawn upon and gives occasion to many 
happy remarks. — H. Weizsacker, in D. Literaturzeitung, 1892, No. 6. 

ORIENTAL ARCHyEOLOGY. 

Pleyte-Abel. Zur Geschiehte der Hieroglyphenschrift, von W. 
Pleyte, Conservator am Niederlandischen Reichsmusaum zu Ley- 
den. Nach dem Hollandischen von Carl Abel. 8vo, pp. 48. 
Leipzig, 1890; W. Friedrich. 

The public owes much to Abel for making more generally accessible, 
in his excellent German translation, a series of important articles on the 
hieroglyphic script, written by Pleyte for a Dutch educational journal. 
The book is full of new and ingenious observations, and is written in an 
attractive style. The several steps by which hieroglyphic script passed from 
an ideographic to an alphabetic character are clearly and skilfully traced. 
— G. Maspero, in Rev. Critique, 1891, No. 8. 

Otto Puchstein. Pseudohethitische Kunst, ein Vortrag. 8vo, pp. 

22. Berlin, 1890 ; D. Reimer. 1 Mark. 

In this, his inaugural lecture [as docent at Berlin University], Puchstein 
controverts the currently accepted view, first urged by Sayce, that the so- 
called "Hittite" monuments are the work of people mentioned in Baby- 
lonian and Egyptian monuments as powerful in Northern Syria between 
the fourteenth and twelfth centuries b. c. He divides the monuments into 
two groups, the younger of which, showing Assyrian influence, cannot be 
older than 700 B. c, at about which time Sargon subdued to Assyria the 
regions wherein they occur. The older group (e. g., the sculptures from 
Sindjirli) show no Assyrian traces, and must therefore be earlier than 700 
B. c, but probably not more than one or at most two centuries earlier. 
Puchstein's main argument is based on the treatment of the type of the 
griffin (see Furtwangler, s. v., in Roscher's Lexikon), and appears to be con- 
clusive. The sculptures at Uejuk, in Kappadokia, belong between 850 and 
600 B. c. : those of Boghaskoi are later than the foregoing ; the reliefs of 
Ibriz belong to the seventh century b. c. ; and the two figures near Nymphi 
between Sardeis and Ephesos (according to Herodotos, monuments set up 
by Sesostris) are not much earlier than 800 b. c, and probably were the 
work of Lydian Heraclid princes or of the older dynasty of the Mermnadae. 
None of the " Hittite " monuments, therefore, can be dated earlier than the 
ninth century b. c. These chronological inferences are of course wholly 
destructive to Sayce's theory. The " Hittite " monuments cannot have 
been the work of the Cheta, who flourished five hundred years earlier. 



